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While gangs are creating havoc in Port-au-Prince, committing rapes 

and kidnappings daily, the U.S. government does nothing to stop the flow of guns from South Florida that fuel the violence. Gangs have taken over 80 percent of the city and 200,000 people are displaced. 
But, on “the forgotten island” of Lagonav, there is still a beacon of 
Hope, shining bright, every single day.The Matènwa Community Learning Center (MCLC) continues to  
spread quality education. Our goals are being accomplished. MCLC 
IS changing the practices of severe corporal punishment and verbal 
humiliation to nonviolent discipline and positive reinforcement;  IT IS 

changing recitation of old textbooks in a foreign language to reading and writing about students’ own lived experiences in their mother tongue; IT IS changing the division of labor by gender to embracing the equal capacities of both boys and girls; and IT IS changing the belittling of farming that has resulted in increased hunger to the practicing of organic farming in schools that results in increased food 
security. Your gifts are not in vain. We are educating the next generation of leaders. These students are working hard to realize the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals for their community. We thank you for working together with us to make the dreams of our 
students come true.

Sincerely,

FRIENDS OF MATÈNWA FRIENDS OF MATÈNWA 

You Can Make Dreams Come True

“Children are the world’s most 

valuable resource and its best 

hope for the future.” 

~ John F. Kennedy
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My name is Beatrice Dessin. I would like 

to thank MCLC for helping me get a water 

catchment system so that I can catch 

rainwater now and plant a garden. This 

really helps my family a lot. Not only do we 

get water for our garden, but also water 

to cook with too. I planted 80 hot pepper 

plants, 20 heads of cabbage, 45 pepper 

plants, and 42 calalou plants. I have 45 

pepper plants that are already bearing fruit 

and I have already harvested them twice! I 

have already earned 6850 goud ($50 US) 

selling my vegetables. If all parents in the 

community had the ability to collect water 

like my family does, we would not be so 

dependent on importing food from the 
mainland.

In April 2023, MCLC participated in 
a football championship with eight 

schools. In the first match, MCLC de-

feated the Wesleyan School of Plenn 

Mapou 7 to 1. In the second match, 

MCLC beat the Orthodox High School 

of Nan Kafe 1 to 0, and in the third 

match, we were 0 to 0 with the Naz-

arene School of Zetwa. In the final 
match of the championship, we went 

into overtime. We won by a penalty 

kick 5 to 4. We were the champions! 

In total, we scored eight goals in the 

championship and conceded only one goal because goals from penalty kicks do not count in the four games we played.

Water is Life!

Football Championship 2023:
We Are The Champions!

A note from Abner: “We were very happy 

when Friends of Matènwa gave us the 

means to give out food kits to the MCLC 

parents so that they were able to help the 

students have a meal on the weekends. We 

distributed 200 food kits in May and again 

in July. The parents were very happy. We all 

felt your compassion. Thank you.”

Weekend 
Food Kits!
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My name is Vana Lousine Edmond. I am the head of the Institute, which is a branch within MCLC 
that manages teacher training in the institution. The vision of this group is to improve the education 
system by training teachers and school principals to provide a quality education in our mother 
tongue. We have already done training for almost 100 schools on Lagonav with about 500 teachers 
and 95 school directors, not including well over a dozen other schools on the mainland that have 
come over for weeklong training. The Institute receives many requests from schools on the island to 
be trained, but we often cannot respond to these schools, because we do not have enough means. 
We are asking anyone reading this newsletter, if you want to help children in Haiti, please help us find 
the funds to be able to provide training to these schools. We hope by 2030 that all 207 elementary 
schools on the island are implementing MCLC’s principles of nonviolence, teaching in Creole, and 
achieving 100 % student participation. Much love to everyone reading this newsletter.

Most recently we worked with the elementary staff to go over 
the Ministry of National Education’s programs and progression 
guides for each grade. We are helping our less-seasoned teachers 
better understand how to use them. Knowing the expectations 
of what content to cover with their students each week in each 
subject helps teachers better prepare their lessons and ensure 
continuity from week to week.

For high school staff we are working on time management 
and class preparation. We remind them of the importance 
of getting to their class 15 minutes before they are supposed 
to begin teaching, because, if you don’t come prepared and 
have your materials ready, then you will waste class time. This 
will then cut into the amount of time that students should 
be getting for each subject. For seventh to ninth graders the 
requirement is six hours of instruction per day, and for grades 
10-13 the requirement is seven hours per day.

The Dream Team

Some of MCLC’s high school teachers and specialists.

MCLC’s elementary school teachers

We directors are working to help each employee take on the 
responsibilities described in their contracts in support of the 
mission and vision of MCLC. To accomplish this we provide 
monthly teacher professional development.

MCLC Directors: Delson Angerville, Ednot Obel, Vana Edmond and Abner Sauveur

I am Ednot Obel, I am the director of MCLC. There are many things 
that motivate me in my work as director. First, MCLC provides the 
opportunity for everyone to receive a quality, nonviolent education 
based on dialogue and respect for one another. MCLC promotes 
equality of women and men and does not tolerate discrimination. 
We provide opportunities and materials for children to learn and 
a breakfast using local food every day to support student learning 
and creativity. My vision for the future is to help further the mission 
and vision of MCLC; for the school to be stronger in reading and 
writing; to have 100 percent student success on official exams; and 
to continue to be a teaching school and a model for the future. I 
want to work towards ensuring that every student who graduates 
from MCLC can live with independence and dignity.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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I met Chris and Juliette at the 2022 National Association for the Advancement of Haitian Professionals (NAAHP) Confer-ence. I was so moved by their commitment to improve Haitian education that I started my own Giving Circle for the class of 2031! I wrote to family, friends, and colleagues at Google 
encouraging them to donate. Instead of harsh discipline these schools are using positive reinforcement techniques that they have observed at MCLC. I remember what it was like to be hit and verbally humiliated in front of my peers when I was a student in Haiti. I am an ex-
ample of what can happen if a Haitian child is given the op-
portunity to attend a good school. After high school, I went to NYU and earned a BS and MBA. Today I am one of fewer than 10 Haitian-born engineers at Google.Transforming Haitian education is a solution to the systemic 
poverty in Haiti. Please consider joining my giving circle for 
the class of 2031 matenwa.org/Giving-Circles. You and I can  
change their trajectory by giving them a dynamic secondary 
education.

Alana Parks, Mia Votano, and Sophie Krauss are officers of the 
Hands 2 Haiti club at Westford Academy in Massachusetts. They 
focus on events that raise funds and awareness for our cause. This 
club was founded six years ago by Westford Academy graduate 
Caroline Burke. It continues to attract more and more students 
that want to help their peers at MCLC.

School Partnership 
Spotlight Hands 2 Haiti

Alana Parks, Mia Votano, Sophie Krauss, and Chris Low

Student Spotlight Louidor Djawensha

I volunteer because I know directly where the donated funds 
are going. I know the people behind this organization only 
have good hearts and want to help those in desperate need 
in Haiti. I see the positive changes being made from the 
donations that come in, which makes me feel very grateful. 
To know that I’m helping in the smallest way to a cause 
greater than me humbles me, and makes me feel good. This 
organization changes the lives of Haitians forever. 
~ Michaela Burke, Social Media Expert

My name is Louidor Djawensha. I am in the ninth grade at MCLC and I am 13-years-old. I walk two 
kilometers to get to school. I am very happy because MCLC gave my mother a food kit to support 
us on the weekends. It was really good for the five of us living at home. I hope we get food kits 
again to help us on the weekends so we can work and study our lessons.

Volunteer Spotlight Michaela Burke

Supporter Spotlight 
Bruno Surpris

Thank you,

Bruno Surpris

http://matenwa.org/Giving-Circles
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We want to mark the passing of Olivier Robert Civil, the husband of a dear 
colleague of ours. Olivier, 39, a beloved husband and father, passed away on 
Nov. 1st. Olivier’s wife Bianca Louis is a treasured member of the Friends of 
Matènwa team who works tirelessly on behalf of the students, teachers, and 
parents of MCLC. With Bianca and her children we mourn Olivier’s loss and 
wish them courage and strength. Bianca is invaluable to us. We look forward 
to you meeting her in the future. When you do, you will understand why she is 
so invaluable to Matènwa. She shines as bright as the sun.

Remembering Olivier 
Robert Civil

A couple years back we asked our 
donors to vote for us in an online 
live housing competition. ONE 
DIASPORA created the competition 
funded by USAID. Matènwa WON! 
As a result, we have several new 
homes in 3 different communities. 
The Emergency Committee does 
community outreach. They did a 
great job on this project.

Housing Competition

Artist in Residence

Junior teaching art class

Preschool

We opened a preschool 

class for 3 year olds.
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Collaborating together with other organizations and individuals is what extends our work 
well beyond Matènwa. Together we advance the SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals), 
improving the lives of the most vulnerable children in Haiti. Thank you to:

Ayiti Community Trust
Ansara Family Fund
Beyond Borders
Greater Good
Haiti Development Institute
Haiti Response Coalition
Lakou Kajou
McMillan-Stewart Foundation
MIT/Haiti Initiative
One Diaspora 
Once Here Foundation 
School Sisters of Notre Dame
Summits Education 
USAID
World Vision

Dreaming of Helping?

So many Haitian children never even step into a classroom. It 
feels good to support a class of kids and watch them learn, 
grow, and succeed. You too can help a class reach their full 
potential. Make a recurring donation at matenwa.org/giving-
circles and choose a class to help with a team of other like-
minded individuals. Ayiti Community Trust has committed to 
a long term partnership with us. They are sponsoring the Class 
of 2031! The MCA Academy of Miami has raised over $5000 

so far in their Giving Circle for the Breakfast Program.

REVENUE	 2022	 2023
Grants/Contributions		 $950,324	 $1,042,365
Investment	Income			 ($25,469)	 			$23,441
TOTAL	 $924,855	 $1,065,805

EXPENSES	 2023
Program	Services	 $757,892
Mgmt/Admin	 $89,460
Fundraising	 $96,521
TOTAL	 $943,873

Begin	FY	Assets	 $1,436,657
End	FY	Assets	 $1,528,468

Statement of Activities 

Programs	80.3%	

Fundraising	10.2%

Mgmt/Admin	9.5%

���� ������������ ������ ��� ������ ����� �������� ��� 
���������

���	���� ����������� ���������� �������� ��� ������ ��������� ����
��������������������������������������������������������������

DONATE BY 

SCANNING 

QR CODE

Giving Circles

House Parties
Hold a house party. Invite your friends. Share our incredible story. Contact 
chris@matenwa.org to have a representative attend.

Buy/Sell Art
Shop for gifts made by Matènwa’s Women Artists at artmatenwa.org. 
Volunteer to help sell their art. This picture was taken at the Making A 

Difference At a Distance fundraiser in Miami June 2023 hosted by Carel Pedre.

Collaboration

 Connect with us at:  www.matenwa.org            matenwa          friendsofmatenwa         friendsofmatenwa

A shout out to Gregory and Floride Berrouet for hosting our first house party in 
Pennsylvania!

Farah Saint Juste

http://matenwa.org/giving-circles
http://matenwa.org/giving-circles
mailto:chris%40matenwa.org?subject=
http://artmatenwa.org
http://www.matenwa.org
http://matenwa
https://www.facebook.com/christine.low.73113
https://www.youtube.com/@friendsofmatenwainc.3498
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofmatenwa/?fbclid=IwAR3A9oq1qu1C-nq6MVnNYmw586HXDpOZuZKXOXjNOCX1tnjTXGG9_JreIwI
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PLEASE DONATE 

online at: www.matenwa.org 
by mail to: Friends of Matènwa, 91 Aberdeen Ave, 

       Cambridge, MA 02138

Credit Card # ______________________________________

Exp. Date__________________________  CVV___________

Name______________________________________________

Street______________________________________________

City_____________________State_______Zip____________ 

Email______________________________________________ 

Phone______________________________________________

$30/month gives a student 
DAILY BREAKFAST

Our Breakfast Program is key 
to students’ stellar academic 
performance. Daily breakfast 

decreases absenteeism, reduces 
dropout rates, and promotes 
a happy and healthy learning 

environment. By giving 
MONTHLY, you GUARANTEE 
one child can count on a meal 

every single day! 

$75 funds MATERIALS 
to develop one kit

School materials should be 
available to all children because 
hands on learning is proven to 

be more e�ective than rote 
memorization. $75 helps us

develop and distribute literacy 
and math activity kits so that 

students can explore and 
remain engaged when learning 
in the classroom and at home.

$100/month covers 
EDUCATION for ONE

Join a Class Giving Circle. 
Many Haitian children experience 

being refused entry into their 
school whenever their parent 

cannot pay their monthly tuition 
on time. Give a child the security 
of knowing that they will be able 

to attend school month a�er 
month, year a�er year, without 

traumatic interruptions.

$1,000 launches a local 
START-UP business

Anisha Atluri had a vision to 
help the people of Matènwa, 
especially women, improve 

their capacity to run their own 
businesses. Support MCLC’s 
Post-Grad and Entrepreneur 
Program through the Anisha 
Atluri Entrepreneurial Fund, 
which continues her generosity 

to budding entrepreneurs. 

$2,500 funds 25 new 
CREOLE TITLES

Our students learn to read 
through writing personal and 

class stories. Our goal, each 
year, is to create and publish 

new student-authored trilingual 
Mother Tongue Book titles 

(@$100/title) and then reproduce 
and distribute 5,000 copies for 
$15K (@$3/copy) to partner 

schools on Lagonav.

$6,000 gives WATER 
to 10 FAMILIES

We address food insecurity 
by relying on agriculture-led 

initiatives to increase access to 
nutrient rich food. Our water

chateaus for family gardens 
combat long drought seasons. 

Local production helps Lagonav
gain independence relying less 

on the mainland’s unstable food 
source.

$12,000 TRAINS a 
partner school for one year

Our Institute of Learning 
transforms schools using the 

Matènwa Methodology. Directors 
and teachers want their schools 
to become thriving centers of 

education like MCLC, but lack the 
resources. Help one school on the 
island give its students a quality, 

non-violent, mother tongue 
education. 

$18,000 covers a graduate’s 
four-year SCHOLARSHIP

Before our SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM, due to lack of 

resources, students’ chances of 
attending university were slim to 

none. Presently we are helping 
5 university students. �ese 

scholarships help students break 
poverty-imposed barriers and 

build brighter futures.

(tear here)

Breakfast Program Literacy Kits Elementary Education Local Business Training

Creole Libraries Vegetable Gardens Matènwa Methodology University Scholarships

Invest in DREAMS!

TRANSFORM LIVES by giving: 

q Monthly Student Breakfast.....................
q Monthly Student Scholarship................
q Monthly Teacher Salary.............................
q Physical Education Equipment...........
q Home Water Cistern...................................
q Mother Tongue Book Library................
q Family Vegetable Gardens..................
q College Scholarships..............................
q Economic Development......................
q Bottled Housing.......................................
q Transform Another School.................
q Where most needed..........................

$30
$50

$300
$250
$400
$500

$1000
$4,000
$4,000
$6,000
$7,000

$_________

q A bequest. (Please contact Chris Low at chris@matenwa.org)

My Gift is:  q Monthly  q Once

http://www.matenwa.org
mailto:chris%40matenwa.org?subject=
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David Slaney and Leslie Cohen
Samuel Slavin*
Chris Slimmer
Ann Elizabeth Snider
Judy Somberg
Leah Spano and Harriet Spano*
James P. St. Clair
Pierre Rolex St Louis and Blake Sims
Ilene Stahl
Vicky Steinitz
Benoit Stephenson
Janet Stern
Brian John Stevens

Judy Storeygard
Joel Straker
Alfredo Luis Suárez Jr. and Nayda 
Valldejuly Suárez
Jeremy and Zindzi Sugerman
Gabriela Sulbaran
Bruno Surpris*
John Sweeney
Ellen Swendrowski-Evett*
Laura Sylvan
Elizabeth and Isabel Tappan-deFrees*
Diana Tatz
Martha C. Taub
Susan and Gary Taylor
Daniel Tetrault*
David and Tania Thaler
Miles Thomas-Moore
Thomas Thompsen
Cassandre Thrasybule
Sanjay Tiwari
Mette Tommerup*
Benjamin Totrolani
Nishita Trisal
Laurie Tsinontides
Wayne Tucker
Susan and William Twombly
Ilene Ungerleider
John Unni
Letitia Graydon Upton
Roseanne Urbano
Matilde Urrutia de Torres
Gudni Valsson
Saskia and David Van Vactor
Gabriela Velasquez
Maria Velasquez
Martha J. Velie-Gass
James Verhulst
Jørgen Vestrheim*
Julie Viens
Anais Vieux
Donna Wainwright
Calvin Walker
Renate Wasserman
Kenneth Wat
Daniel Weichsel
Carol Weil
Ricardo Weir*
Eric Weiss and Karin Hess*
Moana P. Whipple*
Jeffrey Wickham
Jennifer Wickham and Philip Decter*
Scott Wilder
Tracy Wilkes
Richard and Dorothy Willey
Astrid Williams
Rebecca Williams
Sandra Williams
Leah Williams*
Sara Wolf
Elizabeth Wood and Jerry Wheelock 
Laura Woods
Olivia Woodward
Rochelle and Henry Wortis
Veda Ann Wright*
Rachel Wyon
Malka Yaacobi
Stephanie Yesner
Jeff Yost
Nicolas Young
Heather Yow*
William Zachs
Susie Zeiger
Catherine Zusy and Samuel Kendall

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You to our Donors

Fiscal 2023 (July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023)

Your $upport makes Dreams Come True

*Member of the Visionary Circle, Leadership Circle, or giving a recurring gift


